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Andrews, Donna.  Birder, She Wrote     Coming Soon!    
Meg is relaxing in the hammock, taste-testing Michael's latest batch of Arnold Palmers and watching the 
hummingbirds at their feeders when her hopes for a relaxing early summer morning are dashed. First her father 
recruits her to help him install a new batch of bees in the hive in her backyard. Then Mayor Shiffley recruits her 
to placate the NIMBYs (Not in my backyard), as she calls them - a group of newcomers to Caerphilly who have 
built McMansions next door to working farms and then do their best to make life miserable for the farmers. And 
finally Meg's grandmother, shows up, trailed by a nosy reporter who is writing a feature on her for a genteel 
Southern ladies' magazine. Cordelia drafts Meg to accompany her and Deacon Washington of the New Life 
Baptist Church - and the reporter, alas - in their search for a long-lost African-American cemetery. Unfortunately 
what they discover is not an ancient cemetery but a fresh corpse. Can Meg protect her grandmother - and 
Caerphilly - from the reporter who seems to see the worst in everything . . . and help crack the case before the 
killer finds another victim? 
 
Bartley, Jim.  The Bliss House    Coming Soon!    
For near a century the reclusive Bliss clan farmed the same land. Now it's 1963 and everyone's gone except 
teenage Cam, his older cousin Wes, and little Dorie. They buried Gran over a year ago. But Gramp is still with 
them, wrapped tight as a mummy in an old tarp in the cold room off the kitchen. Life's better now without the 
old man's rants and terrors. There are problems with the land lease and the meddlesome, moralizing 
neighbours, and rumours are spreading in town that there's something not quite right about Cam and Wes, but 
they're taking care of it all as best they can. Then the local Children's Aid drops by to say Dorie needs schooling 
and proper parents, and it's clear they can't hide their secrets any longer. They're on the road, heading north, 
with a body in the trunk. Wes knows a place, a cabin deep in the woods... No matter what they do, gruesome 
casualties seem to follow them. It could be funny if it wasn't so nightmarish. And through it all, a tender secret 
love thrives, as they try to hold on to the family they've built together. 
 
Brown, Sandra.  Out Of Nowhere    Available 

Brought together by a mass shooting at a Texas county fair, children's book author and single mother Elle 
Portman and high-rolling corporate consultant Calder Hudson, both fueled by revenge, search for a killer while 
wondering if the attraction growing between them is too painful and complicated to sustain. 



 
Chiaverini, Jennifer.  Canary Girls     Coming Soon!      
Rosie the Riveter meets A League of Their Own in New York Times bestselling novelist Jennifer Chiaverini's lively 
and illuminating novel about the "munitionettes" who built bombs in Britain's arsenals during World War I, 
risking their lives for the war effort and discovering camaraderie and courage on the soccer pitch. 
                                                                             

Cutter, Nick.  The Handyman Method    Coming Soon!                    

When a young family moves into an unfinished development community, cracks begin to emerge in both their 
new residence and their lives, as a mysterious online DIY instructor delivers dark subliminal suggestions about 
how to handle any problem around the house. 
 
Donoghue, Emily.  Learned By Heart   Coming Soon!   

Drawing on years of investigation and Anne Lister's five-million-word secret journal, Learned by Heart is the 
long-buried love story of Eliza Raine, an orphan heiress banished from India to England at age six, and Anne 
Lister, a brilliant, troublesome tomboy, who meet at the Manor School for Young Ladies in York in 1805 when 
they are both fourteen. 
 
Fallis, Terry.  A New Season    Coming Soon!                               
Jack McMaster seemingly has it all. A beautiful house, a loving son of many talents (including cooking, which is 
great news for Jack, if not for his waistline), even a special bond with his buddies in his ball hockey league. But 
he's also learning to live with loss, leaving a gaping hole in his life--a life that will never be the same as before. 
Jack passes his days knowing he has the support of his family and his friends, but he can't shake the feeling that 
his life has gone gray, and that time is slipping by so quickly. Then, a short and shocking video from an 
unexpected source gives him the gumption to make a change and maybe even haul himself out of his 
melancholia. Inspired by his lifelong fascination with 1920s Paris, Jack finally visits the City of Light, following in 
the footsteps of Hemingway and Fitzgerald, and wandering the Left Bank. Slowly, the colour seeps back into his 
life, aided by a chance encounter in a café that leads Jack into the art world, and a Paris mystery nearly a century 
old. 
 

Griffon, Adele.  The Favor   Available                                 
At I'll Have Seconds, a high-end fairytale vintage dress shop in Manhattan, Nora Hammond loves nothing better 
than pairing a rare find with the perfect client. At home, Nora grapples with the bleaker reality of enormous 
debt, a tiny apartment, and ever-dwindling hope that she and her husband Jacob will have a family of their own. 
When socialite Evelyn Elliot charges into Nora's life, the women spark an immediate connection, and Nora is 
jettisoned into the heady whirl of New York's moneyed elite. As Evelyn's stylist and confidante, Nora needs to 
learn all new rules of engagement for the uber-wealthy. But it isn't until Evelyn decides her next cause is to carry 
a baby for Nora, that these rules- and this unlikely friendship-are tested. 
 



Hoffman, Alice.  The Invisible Hour    Coming Soon!         

One brilliant June day when Mia Jacob can no longer see a way to survive, the power of words saves her. The 
Scarlet Letter was written almost two hundred years earlier, but it seems to tell the story of Mia's mother, Ivy, 
and their life inside the Community--an oppressive cult in western Massachusetts where contact with the 
outside world is forbidden, and books are considered evil. But how could this be? How could Nathaniel 
Hawthorne have so perfectly captured the pain and loss that Mia carries inside her? Through a journey of 
heartbreak, love, and time, Mia must abandon the rules she was raised with at the Community. As she does, 
she realizes that reading can transport you to other worlds or bring them to you, and that readers and writers 
affect one another in mysterious ways. She learns that time is more fluid than she can imagine, and that love is 
stronger than any chains that bind you. As a girl Mia fell in love with a book. Now as a young woman she falls in 
love with a brilliant writer as she makes her way back in time. But what if Nathaniel Hawthorne never wrote The 
Scarlet Letter? And what if Mia Jacob never found it on the day she planned to die? Nathaniel Hawthorne wrote: 
"A single dream is more powerful than a thousand realities." This is the story of one woman's dream. For a little 
while it came true. 
 
Jones, Anita Gail.  The Peach Seed    Coming Soon! 
On a routine trip to the Piggly Wiggly in Albany, Georgia, widower Fletcher Dukes smells a familiar perfume, 
then sees a tall woman the color of papershell pecans with a strawberry birthmark on the nape of her neck. He 
knows immediately that she is his lost love, Altovise Benson. Their bond, built on county fairs, sit-ins, and 
marches, once seemed a sure and forever thing. But their marriage plans were disrupted when the police turned 
a peaceful protest violent. Before Altovise fled the South, Fletcher gave her a peach seed monkey with diamond 
eyes. As we learn via harrowing flashbacks, an enslaved ancestor on the coast of South Carolina carved the first 
peach seed, a talisman that, ever since, each father has gifted his son on his thirteenth birthday. Giving one to 
Altovise initiated a break in tradition, irrevocably shaping the lives of generations of Dukeses. Recently, Fletcher 
has made do on his seven acres with his daughter Florida's check-ins, his drop biscuits, and his faithful dog. But 
as he begins to reckon with long-ago choices, he finds he isn't the only one burdened with unspoken truths. An 
indelible portrait of a family, The Peach Seed explores how kin pass down legacies of sorrow, joy, and strength. 
And it is a parable of how a glimmer of hope as small as a seed can ripple across generations. 
 

Klump, Michelle Hillen.  Murder Served Neat    Coming Soon!    
Reporter-turned-mixologist Samantha Warren has already thwarted one murder. Now, her world is shaken--
definitely not stirred--once again as another killing throws her world into chaos. Samantha is mixing up 
traditional cocktails at the German Texan Lodge's Fourth of July festival--a gig she was roped into by her mother. 
But amidst the bratwurst and brass bands, trouble is brewing. Lodge loyalties are divided over a proposal to 
build a private, country-club-style tennis center on the lodge grounds. Her mom's best friend Patty Davis is 
vehemently opposed to the plan. Society matron Angela Clawson is all for it. At the festival, they're seen in a 
heated argument--and hours later, Angela is found dead, killed by one of the ceremonial shovels intended for 
the groundbreaking. Samantha's mother begs her to help clear her best friend's name, but can she handle 
another murder case or will the whole investigation go bottoms up? 



 
Koontz, Dean.  After Death     Coming Soon!  

Michael Mace, head of security at a top-secret research facility, opens his eyes in a makeshift morgue twenty-
four hours following an event in which everyone perished--including him and his best friend, Shelby 
Shrewsberry. Having awakened with an extraordinary ability unlike anything he--or anyone else--has ever 
imagined, Michael is capable of being as elusive as a ghost. He sets out to honor his late friend by helping Nina 
Dozier and her son, John, whom Shelby greatly admired. Although what Michael does for Nina is life changing, 
his actions also evoke the wrath of John's father, a member of one of the most violent street gangs in Los 
Angeles. But an even greater threat is descending: the Internal Security Agency's most vicious assassin, Durand 
Calaphas. Calaphas will stop at nothing to get his man. If Michael dies twice, he will not live a third time. From 
the tarnished glamour of Beverly Hills to the streets of South Central to a walled estate in Rancho Santa Fe, only 
Michael can protect Nina and John--and ensure that light survives in a rapidly darkening world. 
 

Lakghomi, Babak.  South     Available                 
B, a journalist, travels to the South of an unnamed desert country for a mysterious mission to write a report 
about the recent strikes in an offshore oil rig. From the beginning of his trip, he is faced with a cruel and broken 
landscape of drought and decay, superstitious believers of evil winds and spirits, and corrupt entities focused 
on manipulation and censorship. As he tries to defend himself against his unknown enemies, we learn about his 
father's disappearance, his fading love with his wife, and his encounter with an unknown woman. A puzzle-like 
novel about totalitarianism, surveillance, alienation, and guilt that questions the forces that control us. 
 
Lynn, Sherry.  Digging Up Daisy     Available    
At twenty-nine, Kinsley Clark is living the dream life she always envisioned for herself. She's the proud owner of 
SeaScapes, a thriving landscaping company in wealthy Harborside, set on the rugged coast of southern Maine. 
Kinsley's veins are filled with salty air, a myriad of colors, and the fragrance of fresh blooms. But one afternoon, 
while working at her aunt Tilly's bed-and-breakfast, the Salty Breeze Inn, Kinsley digs up more than she 
bargained for--a high-heeled shoe. The once sparkly shoe, now caked in mud, is linked to a case the police had 
appropriately dubbed the "Cinderella Murder." Kinsley panics. Does this mean that her aunt and the inn are 
somehow connected to this murder? Will it scare away potential guests? Will it subject the inn to a rush of bad 
press? With Aunt Tilly's reputation, and possibly her safety, on the line, Kinsley digs deeper into the crime to 
find out what the shoe was doing on her aunt's property and who murdered Cinderella, whose real name is 
Daisy. As she investigates, more suspects rise to the surface, and eventually, Kinsley has to weed out a killer. 
 

Martin, Madeline.  The Keeper of Hidden Books     Available       
As bombs rain down on Warsaw and Hitler's forces surround the city, childhood friends Marta and Janina join 
the war effort using one of the only weapons that still feel safe to them: literature, fighting to preserve their 
culture and community and finding hope in each other in order to survive. 
 



McCall Smith, Alexander.  The Discreet Charm of the Big Bad Wolf    Available            
The Department of Sensitive Crimes is downsizing in light of a recent decrease in sensitive crime, and staff 
members are wondering who among them will be transferred elsewhere. As the bickering among colleagues 
intensifies, Detective Ulf Varg tries his best to stay above the fray. But when Anna, a longtime friend and 
coworker, appears to blame him for an old case that went sideways, it seems she may be putting her own job 
prospects above their friendship. In the midst of all this, Ulf embarks on an important inquiry: a man's cabin has 
mysteriously disappeared, and Ulf is tasked with finding out what happened. How exactly does one steal a 
house? And, more to the point, how does one track down a stolen house? Meanwhile, a promising treatment 
for deafness in dogs has been announced, and Ulf's dog, Martin, might be the perfect patient. 
 
Patterson, James.  Lion & Lamb      Coming Soon!   
Philadelphia is in a state of shock over the fate of two hometown heroes: Eagles starting quarterback Archie 
Hughes, and his even more famous wife, Grammy-winning singer Francine Hughes. One spouse is murdered. 
The other is suspect #1. Even before the case hits the courtroom, it's the hottest ticket in town. For the defense: 
Cooper Lamb, private investigator to the stars. For the prosecution: Veena Lion, a sleuth so bright she's got to 
wear shades. Between them, they know every secret in Philadelphia. Together, they prove how two wrongs can 
make a right. They are Lion & Lamb. 
 

Popp, Misha.  A Good Day To Pie      Available               
Daisy bakes a little murder into every pie she creates, and she and her dog, Zoe, deliver them to the town's 
worst cads. Now, Daisy's entered a televised, elimination-style competition and has a shot at $100k in prize 
money--but she still has a murder pie to deliver between filming. In a completely unexpected turn of events, 
she discovers that her intended victim is one of the competition judges, and he turns up dead before the pie 
even arrives. Now, Daisy has to solve the murder--even if it means working a bit of magic--before someone calls 
foul play and exposes her murderous secret. 
 
Preston, Douglas.  Dead Mountain     Available   

In 2008, nine mountaineers failed to return from a winter backpacking trip in the New Mexico mountains. At 
their final campsite, searchers found a bizarre scene: something had appeared at the door of their tent so 
terrifying that it impelled them to slash their way out and flee barefoot to certain death in a blizzard. Despite a 
diligent search, only six bodies were found, two violently crushed and inexplicably missing their eyes. The case, 
given the code name "Dead Mountain" by the FBI, was never solved. Now, two more bodies from the lost 
expedition are unexpectedly discovered in a cave, one a grisly suicide. Young FBI Agent Corrie Swanson teams 
up with archaeologist Nora Kelly to investigate what really happened on that fateful trip fifteen years ago--and 
to find the ninth victim. But their search awakens a long-slumbering evil, which pursues Corrie and Nora with a 
vengeance, determined to prevent the final missing corpse from ever coming to light.  
 



                              
Reichs, Kathy.   The Bone Hacker     Coming Soon!      
Forensic anthropologist Temperance Brennan who, following a series of bizarre disappearances on the islands 
of Turks and Caicos, enters a sinister labyrinth in which a new technology may wreak worldwide havoc. 
 
Roberts, Amber.  Text Appeal    Coming Soon!                        
As the only woman programmer at her firm, Lark is thrilled to land an account for a huge client. But her dream 
job quickly becomes a nightmare when she accidentally projects a scandalous (and completely unsolicited) 
picture from her phone onto the screen during a presentation. Before she can recover, her coworkers jump in 
to steal the account, leaving Lark jobless and broke. When a friend suggests text message--based sex work as a 
stopgap between jobs, Lark is dubious. She's all about sex positivity, but carrying out sexual fantasies--even 
digitally and anonymously--with complete strangers is daunting. How will she explain how she's earning a living-
-especially to Toby, her good friend and longtime hopeless crush? Still, she needs the money, and after a few 
(embarrassing and hilarious) false starts, she actually starts to like sexting--especially with one particularly 
charming and nerdy client who keeps popping up in her DMs. But as Lark and Toby grow closer, she finds herself 
with a decision to make: tell Toby she's a sex worker--and try to forget the anonymous client who has her 
struggling to separate work from real feelings--or keep the secrets that are piling up in her inbox. 
 
Slaughter, Karin.  After That Night   Available    
After that night, everything changed . . . Fifteen years ago, Sara Linton's life changed forever when a celebratory 
night out ended in a violent attack that tore her world apart. Since then, Sara has remade her life. A successful 
doctor, engaged to a man she loves, she has finally managed to leave the past behind her. Until one evening, on 
call in the ER, everything changes. Sara battles to save a broken young woman who's been brutally attacked. 
But as the investigation progresses, led by GBI Special Agent Will Trent, it becomes clear that Dani Cooper's 
assault is uncannily linked to Sara's. And the past isn't going to stay buried forever . . . 
 

Sutanto, Jesse Q..  Vera Wong’s Unsolicited Advice for Murderer’s   Available     
Vera Wong is a lonely little old lady-ah, lady of a certain age-who lives above her forgotten tea shop in the 
middle of San Francisco's Chinatown. Despite living alone, Vera is not needy, oh no. She likes nothing more than 
sipping on a good cup of Wulong and doing some healthy detective work on the Internet about what her college-
aged son is up to. Then one morning, Vera trudges downstairs to find a curious thing-a dead man in the middle 
of her tea shop. In his outstretched hand, a flash drive. Vera doesn't know what comes over her, but after calling 
the cops like any good citizen would, she sort of... swipes the flash drive from the body and tucks it safely into 
the pocket of her apron. Why? Because Vera is sure she would do a better job than the police possibly could, 
because nobody sniffs out a wrongdoing quite like a suspicious Chinese mother with time on her hands. 
 
Thai, Thao.  Banyan Moon    Available      
Three Vietnamese American women mourning the death of the family matriarch recount their lives and 
childhoods at a crumbling, gothic manor called Banyan House, where the secrets of her grandmother's past 
come to light. 
 
Trussoni, Danielle.  The Puzzle Master  Available   
All the world is a puzzle, and Mike Brink-a celebrated and ingenious puzzle constructor-understands its patterns 
like no one else. Once a promising Midwestern football star, Brink was transformed by a traumatic brain injury 



that caused a rare medical condition: Acquired Savant Syndrome. The injury left him with a mental superpower-
he can solve puzzles, calculate equations, and see patterns in ways ordinary people can't. But his condition has 
also left him deeply isolated, unable to fully connect with other people. All of this changes when Brink meets 
Jess Price, a woman serving thirty years in prison for murder. Traumatized by the crime, Price has not spoken a 
word since her arrest five years before. And when she draws a perplexing puzzle, her psychiatrist believes it will 
explain the crime she committed, and calls Brink to solve it. What begins as a desire to crack a strange and 
alluring cipher quickly morphs into an obsession with the woman who drew the puzzle. When Price reveals that 
there is something more urgent, and more dangerous, behind her silence, Brink is thrust into a hunt for the 
truth. The quest takes Brink through a series of interlocking enigmas, but the heart of the mystery is The God 
Puzzle, an enigmatic prayer circle created by the thirteenth-century Jewish mystic Abraham Abulafia, one of the 
most controversial men in the history of Kabbalah. As Brink navigates a maze of clues, and his emotional 
entanglement with Price becomes more intense, he realizes that he is in danger. Because the shocking revelation 
of the puzzle's true meaning will redefine the nature of life, death, and human identity. 
 
Valentine, Danielle. Delicate Condition    Available           
The Push meets The Silent Patient in a gripping thriller that follows a woman convinced a sinister figure is going 
to great lengths to make sure her pregnancy never happens--while the men in her life refuse to believe a word 
she says. 
 

Weiner, Jennifer. The Breakaway     Available     
Thirty-three-year-old Abby Stern has made it to a happy place. True, she still has gig jobs instead of a career, 
and the apartment where she's lived since college still looks like she's just moved in. But she's got good friends, 
her bike, and her bicycling club. She's at peace with her plus-size body--at least, most of the time--and she's on 
track to marry Mark Medoff, her childhood summer sweetheart, a man she met at the weight-loss camp that 
her perpetually dieting mother forced her to attend. Fifteen years after her final summer at Camp Golden Hills, 
when Abby reconnects with a half-his-size Mark, it feels like the happy ending she's always wanted. Yet Abby 
can't escape the feeling that something isn't right...or the memories of one thrilling night she spent with a man 
named Sebastian two years previously. When Abby gets a last-minute invitation to lead a cycling trip from NYC 
to Niagara Falls, she's happy to have time away from Mark, a chance to reflect and make up her mind. But things 
get complicated fast.  
 
Wright, Steven.  Harold    Available     
From the outside, Harold is an average seven-year-old third grader growing up in the 1960s. Bored by school. 
Crushing on a girl. Likes movies and baseball--especially the hometown Boston Red Sox. Enjoys spending time 
with his grandfather. But inside Harold's mind, things are a lot more complex and unusual. His thoughts come 
to him as birds flying through a small rectangle in the middle of his brain. Harold documents the meandering, 
surreal, often hilarious, and always thought-provoking stream-of-consciousness ruminations of the title 
character during a single day in class. 
 
Yarros, Rebecca.  Fourth Wing      Coming Soon!   
Hired by companies to break into buildings and hack security systems, Jack and her husband, Gabe, are the best 
penetration specialists in the business. But after a routine assignment goes horribly wrong, Jack arrives home 



to find her husband dead. To add to her horror, the police are closing in on their suspect--her. Suddenly on the 
run and quickly running out of options, Jack must decide who she can trust as she circles closer to the real killer. 
 
 
 
                                                                                         

                                                                      
 
 
 
 

Additional information on these titles is available on the library’s home 
page @ ssmpl.ca 
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